Contact Us:
P.O. Box 341
Sharon, CT 06069
Hotline 860.364.1900
Office 860.364.1080

www.wssdv.org

e

www.wssdv.org www.tradesecretsct.com
Twitter @wss_dv Twitter @TradeSecretsCT
Instagram @wss_ct Instagram @trade_secretsct

K1 @womens.support.services [} @TradeSecretsCT

WOMEN'S SUPPORT SERVICES PROUDLY PRESENTS

TRADE SECRETS
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Before the tents were packed away on Trade Secrets®
2019, the planning for 2020 had already begun. The 20th
Anniversary! The excitement quickly built as plans took shape.
As staff members and volunteers began to pour over photos and
memorabilia from the previous two decades, the tremendous
impact of what had begun as a simple plant sale at the home
of Bunny Williams and John Rosselli, became clear. This was no
ordinary fundraiser.

With the passing of Elaine La Roche last August, the
event took on new significance. Trade Secrets 2020 was to
be the last year at LionRock Farm and everyone wanted the
importance of the event and the history of its evolution to
be reflected. From a small-scale fundraiser to a renowned
destination event, attracting travelers from around the globe,
Trade Secrets is something special.

At the end of last winter, as program staff and volunteers
entered the busiest period of Trade Secrets preparation, it all
came to a screeching halt.
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The gravity of the COVID-19 pandemic struck us full
force. We made the difficult but necessary decision to cancel
Trade Secrets 2020. As Women’s Support Services pivoted to
ensure client support and safety, we faced the daunting task of
dismantling a beloved event - and an event that was a major
source of funding for our work.

In the midst of this upheaval, what happened next was
an incredible testament to the concept of community. When
asked to consider donating their underwriting completely to
WSS, our underwriters responded with the kindest words of
support and solidarity. As so many faced economic uncertainty,
many of our vendors donated fees, percentages of sales, and
organized their own fundraisers to cover the gap created with
the cancellation of Trade Secrets. We received donations from
people far and wide, and our Honorary Chair, Bunny Williams
epitomized the spirit of the hour, providing an intimate,
personalized fundraising tour of her gardens on behalf of
Women’s Support Services and the clients we serve.
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We are excited to announce that

Lime Rock Park is the new venue for

Trade Secrets 2021!!

Interested in becoming an Underwriter for Trade Secrets 20212

Please contact Shelly Ross Robbins, Director of Development, at 860.364.1080 or srossrobbins@wssdv.org.

Trade Secrets is far more than the primary fundraising event for Women’s
Support Services (WSS), a non-profit domestic violence agency serving Northwest
Connecticut and the surrounding communities in New York and Massachusetts.
The event attracts over 1500 visitors, many of whom visit the region over several
days, providing an economic boost to the area. With the pandemic and subsequent
economic downturn, many people expressed concern for the impact not only on
WSS, but on our vendors as well.

Women’s Support Services created a special page on our Trade Secrets
website to highlight vendors, encouraging attendees to support them. However,
our vendors had other ideas! Despite the uncertain economic climate, many
vendors donated their fees, organized fundraisers on behalf of WSS, and donated
a percentage of their sales over the course of the spring, summer, and fall. We
can’t thank these wonderful partners enough for their generosity and support!

“It’s often hard to understand when you’re walking through
all these beautiful gardens and walking around Trade Secrets
buying plants that there is such a problem in this part of the
world with domestic violence. This is why we do what we
do because we realize that a lot of families need our help.”
- Bunny Williams
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Bunny Williams with her former gade
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ners, Bridget Lynch, Deborah Munson, and Eric Ruuist.




